-Approved FOt:R'_eIease 2002/02/05 : C_IA-RDP79M0046@900200100009-0 |

TRANSLATTON FROM "AFTENPOSTENS'" -- 13 October 1975

"CIA Director Reminisces about Wartime in Norway"

[

Minneapolis, 12 October 1975

The evening before the weekend on which King Olav
came to Minneapolis there was occasion for another, very.
special, visit with Norwegian overtones. This was a -
meeting between the Chief of the American Intelligence Service
and 47 Norwegian-Americans who had been his comrades-in-arms
engaged in sabotage in Norway during WW II,

At that time, the now 55-year-old CIA chief was a major
in the American army and the leader of 80 Norwegians--and
Norwegian-Americans--who were part of a group that had been
- parachuted over Snaasa in North Troendelag in March of 1945,
The objective was to blow up the railroad lines which the .
Germans used for transporting their troops back from Finland.

Seventeen of the 80 men were killed in the course of
their missions in Norway. All of them had been specially
trained in parachuting, skiing and guerrilla warfare for
this assignment. The 47 survivors, now all American citizens,
had all managed to gather for the emotional reunion Friday
night in Minneapolis. They came from New York in the East,
California in the West, Canada in the North and Panama in
the South and included people from many different religious
denominations, and different professions. There were lawyers,
shipmasters, insurance people, a hog farmer and--finally--a
chief of intelligence.

During the war they all belonged to a secret organization
called '"NORSO," an abbreviation for the Norwegian Special
Operations Group, which in turn was affiliated with the
American espionage--and sabotage--organization ""0SS." They
were selected because of their Norwegian descent and many
were at that time still Norwegian citizens, e.g. sailors who
had been torpedoed on an Atlantic crossing and rescued and
brought to the USA. The only one without any Norwegian
- background was COLBY.himself, the commanding officer, whose

background was Irish. ' : -
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- Leif EIDE and Adolph HOGF0SS were the two Minnesota
residents who had taken the initiative for the reunion;
EIDE, from Minneapolis, and HOGFOSS from New Ulm, were
thus in charge for this group meeting again for the first
time since the operations in Norway. From beginning to end
the evening was one marked by many and strong feelings.

COLBY made a short speech in which he said that the
"0S5" had been the forerunner of CIA, and that the group
gathered for the reunion had "developed a spirit and
enthusiasm that had left permanent marks both in the USA
and in Norway." :

There was a very touching moment when the names of
those killed in action in Norway or of those who died later
were read aloud. The reading of each name was accompanied
by the sounds of the bugler, Fred JOHANSEN, who had performed
this duty for NORSO at the time. JOHANSEN now has an .
insurance company in Jamestown but he had brought out his
bugle a couple of months ago in preparation for this occasion.
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